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DO WE HAVE YOUR UP TO DATE
WATCH INFORMATION?
A reminder to Area Co-ordinators that the financial year is 1 July to 30 June.
The annual fee, currently $30.00, should be sent to the State Treasurer
within three months of the end of the financial year.
A request for payment will be emailed out by Treasurer Wayne Burness shortly.
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AROUND THE STATE
Compiled by State President
Jan Dunsby

Cuppa with a Cop
Building relationships,
one cup at a time.
Cuppa with a Cop is a Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania
initiative that aims to enhance community engagement
with police.
This is an informal interaction between local communities
and local officers.
Coffee with a Cop, or Cupper with a Cop as some
jurisdictions use, originated in California, USA, in 2011.
Members of Hawthorne Police Department were looking
for ways to interact more successfully with the citizens
they served each day, and as a result of a brainstorming
session a Coffee with a Copwas born.
The program has expanded worldwide into Canada,
Europe, Africa and is in most states of Australia.
The key to the program’s success is that it opens the
door for interactions outside of the crisis situations that
typically bring law enforcement officers and community
members together.
This is an informal interaction between members of the
local community and local police in a social environment.
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This is not the time, or environment to formally report
crime, people who wish to report crime will be referred to
their local police stations.
This is a time, and opportunity, to meet and communicate
with police to discuss such topics as policing matters,
crime prevention and sharing positive stories and their
concerns.
In March we rolled out the first of our shopping centre
engagements at Northgate Shopping Centre in Glenorchy
through our “Cuppa with a Cop” campaign.
Neighbourhood Watch volunteers and members of the
Police spoke to people about areas of interest or concern
in their local community, over a beverage funded by
Neighbourhood Watch.
In June we took the event to Mowbray Market Place,
where the venue lent itself well to engaging with many
people as they transversed the Shopping Centre. Thanks
to Watch members who popped by to say hello.

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania

Cuppa with a Cop at
Tamar Peace Festival
Cuppa with a Cop was held in
Launceston in August as part of
the Tamar Peace Festival. Thanks
to The Examiner Newspaper,
Launceston who was our event
partner.
The Coffee Buzz van provided
warming coffees and hot chocolate,
while the staff of the Hunta Gatha
store in the Tatler Lane precinct
shared some delicious slices for
attendees to share.
Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania
State President, Jan Dunsby,
commented that this event
attracted quite a few younger
members of the community and
they seemed to enjoy conversations
with Commander Brett Smith and
his team.
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Changes to your Membership

Property Stickers

Watch groups are asked to note the following changes
and to respond as soon as possible.

Funding also enabled us to commission stickers that can
be placed on the outside of your home to indicate that
your property has been marked for police identification.
Watch groups can offer the use of an engraver if they have
one or advise of the use of UV pens to mark property.

Subscriptions
Please note that the annual fee for Watch groups will rise
to $30 from 1 July 2018. This great value subscription
enables groups to be covered by the blanket public liability
and volunteers accident insurance. Treasurer Wayne
Burgess will be issuing invoices in due course.

Police accreditation
Please note that any ID badges or accreditation previously
issued by Tasmania Police are no longer valid. Every
Watch Co-ordinator will need to provide us with a current
police check, for which Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania
will pay the cost of the application.
You can apply on-line at this link:
http://www.police.tas.gov.au.s3.amazonaws.com/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/Amended-Consent-Form-forpriors-24072017.pdf or access a form from your local
Police station.
Please then forward your completed application to
Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania Inc, PO Box 119
Blackmans Bay Tas 7052. We will then complete the
volunteer application section and forward to Tasmania
Police with the appropriate fee.
Once you receive your Police report, please send to the
above address or email to nhwtas@gmail.com. You will
then be issued with an accredited identification.

Street Signs
We were recently
successful in securing
funding for a further supply
of street signs to be
rolled out in municipalities
across the State. Watch
Co-ordinators are asked
to note old and faded
signs that need replacing
or gateways to your
community where the
signs can be placed. You
will then need to work with your local
Council for them to put the signs in place.
Please contact Jan Dunsby with your
requests and notification of how many
signs you require.
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Wheelie Bin Stickers
We have a supply of wheelie bin stickers in NHWA livery.
Watch groups are welcome to a supply of these for their
members, but ownership of the bins will need to be
established.
Privately
owned bins
are fine,
however
Council
owned bins
will need the
permission of
the relevant
Council before
the stickers
are applied.
Jan Dunsby

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania

CRIME STOPPERS 1800 333 000
During the past 12 months,
a number of significant
achievements were realised
on behalf of the Tasmanian
community. Activities have
been focused towards
creating a safer Tasmania, and
supporting the great work of
Neighbourhood Watch and
Tasmania Police.
Here’s a snapshot of
recent activities. It’s been a big year for Crime Stoppers
Tasmania!
•

Crime Stoppers International Awards

•

Crime Stoppers Tasmania is proud to have won two
Crime Stoppers International awards in 2017.

•

Best Community Engagement Award (communities
up to 1 million) for our my home our community
initiative. This engagement is based on listening and
actively reaching out to communities on their terms,
and has been designed to connect and grow trust.

•

The second award was won by Mr David Daniels
OAM, Civilian of the Year in recognition of his
voluntary work, persistent service and significant
contribution to Crime Stoppers Tasmania over 23
years.

Shoplifting Mitigation Campaign
Shoplifting and related crimes are collectively costing the
average Australian household more than A$424 per year.
The cost to Australian retailers is A$2.7 billion per year
(Global Retail Theft Barometer).
The objective of this campaign is to empower Tasmanian
businesses to report, reduce and prevent incidences of
shoplifting. Healthy businesses in Tasmania mean stronger
economic growth that leads to higher standards of living
and increased opportunities for all Tasmanians.

Crime Stoppers Week
Crime Stoppers Week is an annual campaign to encourage
and empower Tasmanians to join Crime Stoppers to
support a safer Tasmania and anonymously report crime.
The 2018 campaign featured a series of stories on
Southern Cross Television about individuals helping to
create a safer Tasmania and the launch of a community
trailer for the Clarence Municipality.
The Clarence Community trailer will be owned by
the local community and used to support meaningful
initiatives which empower and encourage safe and strong
communities, including reducing the impacts of motorbike
hooning in the Clarence region and providing riders with
greater access to the Cambridge Motocross track. The
trailer has been built by Rosny College students and
supported by many Tasmanian businesses and community
groups.

Water for safe communities
Crime Stoppers Tasmania has partnered with Tasmanian
Mountain Waters in a new initiative which sees the Crime
Stoppers brand displayed proudly on Tasmanian Mountain
Waters product on supermarket shelves throughout
Tasmania. Each product sold results in a donation which
is directed to community safety and business crime
reduction initiatives. Keep an eye out at your local
supermarket!
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A SAFER TASMANIA
During the past 12 months, a number of significant
achievements were realised on behalf of the Tasmanian
community. Activities have been focused towards
creating a safer Tasmania, and supporting the great
work of Neighbourhood Watch and Tasmania Police.
Here’s a snapshot of recent activities. It’s been a big
year for Crime Stoppers Tasmania!

Crime Stoppers International Awards

Shoplifting Mitigation Campaign

Crime Stoppers Tasmania is proud
to have won two Crime Stoppers
International awards in 2017.

Shoplifting and related crimes are collectively costing
the average Australian household more than A$424 per
year. The cost to Australian retailers is A$2.7 billion per
year (Global Retail Theft Barometer).

•

•
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Best Community Engagement
Award (communities up to 1
million) for our my home our
community initiative. This
engagement is based on listening
and actively reaching out to
communities on their terms, and
has been designed to connect and
grow trust.
The second award was won by Mr
David Daniels OAM, Civilian of the
Year in recognition of his voluntary
work, persistent service and
significant contribution to Crime
Stoppers Tasmania over 23 years.

The objective of this campaign is to empower
Tasmanian businesses to report, reduce and prevent
incidences of shoplifting. Healthy businesses in
Tasmania mean stronger economic growth that leads to
higher standards of living and increased opportunities
for all Tasmanians.

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania

Crime Stoppers
Week
Crime Stoppers Week
is an annual campaign
to encourage and
empower Tasmanians
to join Crime
Stoppers to support
a safer Tasmania and
anonymously report
crime. The 2018
campaign featured
a series of stories
on Southern Cross
Television about
individuals helping to
create a safer Tasmania
and the launch of a
community trailer for the
Clarence Municipality.
The Clarence
Community trailer will
be owned by the local community and used to support
meaningful initiatives which empower and encourage
safe and strong communities, including reducing
the impacts of motorbike hooning in the Clarence
region and providing riders with greater access to the
Cambridge Motocross track. The trailer has been built
by Rosny College students and supported by many
Tasmanian businesses and community groups.

Water for safe communities
Crime Stoppers Tasmania has partnered with
Tasmanian Mountain Waters in a new initiative which
sees the Crime Stoppers brand displayed proudly on
Tasmanian Mountain Waters product on supermarket
shelves throughout Tasmania. Each product sold results
in a donation which is directed to community safety
and business crime reduction initiatives. Keep an eye
out at your local supermarket!
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FROM THE STATE COMMUNITY
POLICING OFFICE
This year has been one
of renewal for Tasmania
Police State Community
Policing Services and
District Community
Policing Units. With
new personnel, and
reinvigorated focus, old
and new partnerships are
being forged to enhance
and foster community
engagement into the future.
Constable Marita Osborn transferred into State
Community Policing Service in January 2018. This
position is part of the Operation Support Command,
in Hobart. Senior Sergeant Tony Grincais has
been appointed the Officer-in Charge of State
Community Policing Services. State Community
Policing Services is a co-ordination and support role
for the District Community Policing units.
There are two recently
appointed District
Community Policing officers
– Southern District now has
Senior Constable Simon
Jones and Western District
has the services of Senior
Constable Emilie Dellar.

Northern District
continues to enjoy
the support of Senior
Constable Annabel
Shegog.

Into the future, together,
we intend to continue
to engage with various
stakeholders to provide
effective service for the
community; and we will
work with others, to
achieve positive outcomes.
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ThinkUKnow Initiative

	
  

(Child Cyber Safety presentations
– how to stay safe online when
using social media)
This Program is facilitated by
the Australian Federal Police
(AFP) in partnership with key
stakeholders including NHWA
and all police jurisdictions.
Trained Tasmania Police officers conduct cyber
safety presentations that sensitively cover a
range of topics including sexting, cyber bullying,
online child exploitation, online privacy, and
importantly what to do when something goes
wrong. Presentations are aimed at parents,
carers and teachers, and young people from
Kindergarten to Grade 12.
In the financial year 2017-2018, Tasmania Police
conducted more than 120 presentations to over
10,000 children across the State.

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania

..continued FROM THE STATE COMMUNITY POLICING OFFICE

International Crime Stoppers
Founder Visits Tasmania
Crime Stoppers founder and ex-Albuquerque,
New Mexico Detective, Greg MacAleese visited
Tasmania in December 2017. This was his only
Australian presentation and he was joined by the
current Crime Stoppers International President,
Mr Bryan Roach.
Attendees included Crime Stoppers CEO’s, Coordinators and representatives from Tasmania and
interstate, local Community Policing personnel,
and representatives from Neighbourhood Watch
Tasmania.
The catalyst for the Crime Stoppers program in
1976 was the tragic and senseless murder of a 19
year old, Michael Carmen, in Albuquerque. The
investigating officer, Detective Greg MacAleese
decided to create a re-enactment of the crime,
offered a reward and ensured that those with
information would remain anonymous.
Within 72 hours the perpetrators were
apprehended and Crime Stoppers was born.
It has now been 40 years since the inception of
Crime Stoppers and there are over 1,700 worldwide programs.

“Crime rates had skyrocketed and in 1974 and 1975
Albuquerque had the highest per capita crime rate
in the United States” said Mr MacAleese. “I made
it a personal challenge to try and make a difference
in the community. I knew that a reward-based,
anonymous reporting system that was accessible to
the public would be well received.”
“With the support of the media, we ran weekly
public appeals to help solve cases. Soon after
the initial Michael Carmen case, our third Crime
of the Week related to a ruthless rapist who had
sexually violated 13 women after abducting them
from a shopping mall car park. For four months the
community had been shaken by these incidents
and the Albuquerque Police Department was under
tremendous pressure from the public to put an
end to the attacks. One victim, who clearly saw
the rapist’s face, did assist police artists with a
composite sketch and Crime Stoppers was tasked
with creating a re-enactment. Within hours, we
received a call from a tipster and the rapist was
arrested.”
Without Crime Stoppers, there would have
undoubtedly been other victims. It showed
the value of Crime Stoppers, the media and the
community working together” said Mr MacAleese.
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..continued FROM THE STATE COMMUNITY POLICING OFFICE
Crime Stoppers Tasmania CEO, Ron Franks, said “we
are thrilled to have Greg visit us here in Tasmania.
This tops off a great year for our program, having
recently won two prestigious International awards,
and now welcoming the founder of this hugely
successful international organisation.”
“Without the tremendous foresight and commitment
that Greg has shown over the years, Crime Stoppers
would be nothing like it is today. We are grateful
for his insights and willingness to share his passion
for what has become one of the world’s most
recognisable brands,” he said.
2017 has been a big year for Crime Stoppers
Tasmania with a range of community projects and
campaigns being rolled out. “The hard work and
dedication of our volunteers is what makes the
program so successful and we can only be further
inspired given the opportunity to meet with the
founder”, said Mr Franks.

Peace Festival. Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania
is partnering with The Examiner Newspaper, City
Mission and Police for this event.
Police are also meeting humanitarian entrants from
a number of countries who are being settled in the
Launceston area. Officers will soon be attending
regular ‘pop up shops’ at the new educational facility
for culturally and linguistically diverse adults to
reassure our new community members that they are
safe, and help them settle into their new life.

Officers ‘Walk Safely to School’
with students
Students from Beaconsfield Primary School, in
Northern Tasmania, were thrilled to be joined by
Constable Alex Long, Senior Constable Jarrod
Burleigh and Sergeant Scott McKinnell for ‘Walk
Safely to School Day’ recently.

It is essential that we all work together, in order to
keep our communities safe.

Northern District
Community Policing
Community Policing officers in Northern Tasmania
have been involved in a
diverse range of activities
this year.
Two new Neighbourhood
Watches have
commenced, with the
George Town NHW being
particularly proactive in their local area. Not only are
members getting together for a monthly meeting,
they are holding regular activities, which usually
involve a sausage sizzle, to either help remove
graffiti from public areas, or remind and educate the
community about the importance of securing their
property and reporting suspicious activity.
A number of NHW groups have been given NHW
signs to erect in their area to remind the community
to report crime and suspicious behaviour. Thank you
to NHW Tasmania for purchasing signs and making
them available for the watches.
Community Policing officers have participated in
Cuppa with a Cop at the Mowbray Market Place,
and it was such a success that another event is
being held on 3 August to coincide with the Tamar
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“After we practiced safely crossing the road with the
students we celebrated with milo and spaghetti on
toast along with some good old fashioned in-depth
conversations at the school’s breakfast club,”
said Sergeant Scott McKinnell.
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..continued FROM THE STATE COMMUNITY POLICING OFFICE
“It was really great to be involved and see the
students and community come together and rally
behind such a good initiative aimed at increasing
road safety awareness for pedestrians.” It was an
opportunity to spread positivity and to engage with
the community.

Tasmania Police set up an interactive display for
patrons focusing on community engagement. The
display included:
•

a fingerprinting station;

•

colouring in;

Camp Clayton Family Fun Day

•

children’s dress up police uniforms;

On Saturday 21 April members from Tasmania
Police attended the Camp Clayton Family Fun Day
held at Turners Beach.

•

access to a police car and the mobile random
breath testing bus; and

•

demonstrations from the bomb and drug dogs
with the opportunity to interact with them.

This event was a huge success, with over 3500
people in attendance. People travelled from
Smithton and Launceston to attend. The event
was run by staff at Camp Clayton in an effort to
bring the community together for a fun day out at
minimal cost, targeting families and children.

Tasmania Police hope to be involved in this event
again in the future.

REPORT CRIME TO POLICE 131 444
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WATCH NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE
Cam/Somerset
Neighbourhood Watch
The Cam/Somerset Neighbourhood Watch celebrated
its 24th birthday on Monday the 4th June 2018. Cam/
Somerset Police Liaison Officer, Senior Constable Ian
Edwards presented certificates of appreciation and a
small gift to each of the members that attended and
thanked them for their ongoing commitment to the
Cam/Somerset NHW over the past 24 years.

There are another 5 dedicated members that were
unable to attend the celebration due to ill health and
two who are currently in a nursing home. These
members will also be presented certificates of
appreciation by Senior Constable Edwards.
Over the years, in addition to Crime Prevention
initiatives, Cam/Somerset NHW has assisted with
community activities that promote social inclusion
along with assisting vulnerable people and the elderly in
the Somerset community; providing a network where
people have been assisted and referred to support
services.

George Town
Neighbourhood Watch
Last month George Town
Neighbourhood Watch
collaborated with the local
Council to remove graffiti
from the toilet block at East
Beach The desecration
really lowered the tone of
a great place in the George Town community. Then
someone stole the gates off the dog park, effectively
making it unusable.
Councils Works Depot were quick to remove the bulk
of the paint and the awesome crew pictured gave up
their Saturday morning to completely clean the residue
and the surrounds. Well done everyone.
The volunteers also held a sausage sizzle at the same
time, with money raised going towards a reward for
information that leads to conviction (or other lawful
consequence) regarding the graffitied the toilet block,
and the stolen dog park gates.

New Norfolk
Neighbourhood Watch
“It’s not just crime
prevention – It’s
Neighbourhood
Connection”
is the philosophy of
the newly-formed New
Norfolk Neighbourhood Watch scheme about to launch
in the Derwent Valley.
The scheme evolved as the result of a small group of
citizens who became concerned about the apparent
increase in the occurrence of crime within their
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WATCH NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE
community, and the perception that this was partly due
to an insufficient police presence.
Another issue of concern was the number of children
roaming the streets and committing nuisance acts and
vandalism.
Whilst the launch of the campaign does not take place
until the Spring, the group has already launched a
facebook page which is constantly updated and a good
source of information and education for the community.
Volunteer members will be invited to involve
themselves in areas such as the promotion of
community activities, the organizing of guest speakers,
research into articles for inclusion on the facebook
page, getting young people involved in order to let their
voices be heard, and media advertising to promote the
group’s activities.
Based on Neighbourhood Watch strategies, they hope
to make a difference to the level of crime in their town
and bring about social connection and inclusion in order
to help young people feel valued, and the elderly to feel
safe.

Southern Launceston
Community Development

district. This change came about from a push by the
SLCD committee. This push came from our mission
statement to make Kings Meadows a more attractive
place to live and work. The old bins were frequently
discussed at the SLCD committee meetings with
alderman Ted Sands and he helped gain traction from
the Council to replace the bins. The bins came from the
Launceston CBD upgrades so this is a great way for the
Kings Meadows area to also value sustainability with
it’s upgrades.

What’s Next For SLCD...?
SLCD Members have other local projects on its agenda
to keep its mission statement alive. SLCD’s first
improvement once the committee was established
was to have pedestrian lights installed on Hobart Road
to help members of the community to remain safer
while crossing this busy thoroughfare. Once the lights
were established some 12 months ago the members
turned their attention to other community needs and
discovered the need for the 24 hour public toilets.
The committee now have a large agenda for other
improvements in larger Kings Meadows area which
includes appealing for security cameras, bus stop
changes, traffic flow improvements etc.

(including Neighbourhood Watch)

Toilet Construction Update
The Members of the Southern Launceston Community
Development (SLCD) group are delighted with their
latest outcome for the construction of 24 hour Public
Toilets near Hobart Road in Kings Meadows business
district. The site that the facilities will be built on, is
‘about opposite’ the Meadow Mews car park. The
construction is about to begin and the toilets should
be open for use by early spring. (Unlike the picture on
the right, there will be two stalls) The Members wish
to express publicly their gratitude to the Management
and Aldermen of City of Launceston Council for their
valuable input and support into the funding, planning
and overseeing of the
construction of these toilets.

Rubbish Bin
Installation
In mid June, you may have
noticed the bins being
swapped from the old to the
new design throughout the
Kings Meadows business

Cygnet Information Session
The Cygnet community came together recently
to consider options around starting up a Watch
group in the area. During the meeting the group
became distracted when a gentleman dropped into
the Community Hub. It was none other than Costa
Georgiadis, of Gardening Australia fame. He happily
engaged
with the
group and
even took
time out for
photos.
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Vale Norman “Bluey” Watson
Thank you to John Livermore for the following
obituary honouring a West Hobart Neighbourhood
Watch stalwart. We note the acknowledgement of
Bluey’s life in Parliament by Hon Rob Valentine on 19
June 2018.
Norman Watson was born on 23 August 1929 in the
suburb of Deagon in Sandgate, Queensland. At the age
of three, Bluey, along with his sister Alma, was placed in
a Nudgee orphanage in Brisbane, where, sadly, his sister
later died.
Bluey started singing at four years of age and at age six
and seven was the lead singer in a church choir. You
would have to say that is quite amazing. At a very young
age he went on stage at the Tivoli Theatre in Brisbane
with George Wallace, and sang ‘Madam, will you walk?’
He was one of life’s great characters, with such an
engaging manner that it does not take much to imagine
him accomplishing that at such a young age.
Bluey left the orphanage around 1941 at the age of 12 to
work as a farm labourer. At the age of 18 he went west
to work on cattle stations in western Queensland. He
bought a hillbilly’s guitar. I imagine he entertained people
out there. If you knew Bluey, you would say, ‘Try to stop
him doing that’. In 1949, at the age of 20, he went to
Japan as part of the Royal Australian Navy task force,
visiting various ports there, including Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. In 1952, Bluey was on the HMAS Hawkesbury,
which was participating in part of the United Kingdom’s
atomic tests at Montebello Islands, 130 kilometres off the
Pilbara coast in Western Australia.
Bluey later realised he had been exposed to radiation
while patrolling in the prohibited area, as were others at
Montebello, of course. The Hawkesbury, in a position
some 28 miles to the south‑east of ground zero, became
the closest Royal Australian Navy unit to the detonation,
where the ship was used to conduct security and safety
patrols before and after the tests. The British scientists
failed to realise prevailing winds would take fallout from
the tests across the northern part of the Australian
mainland. As a result of that test, and after later tests
at Maralinga and Emu Field, a number of participants
suffered from cancer, some fatally.
Bluey’s medical records in Hobart recorded minor
cancer spots being removed, ‘caused by exposure to
radiation’, on his card. He was in fact a member of the
Australian Ex-Services Atomic Survivors Association.
I am led to believe that none of those impacted by
radiation as a result of these atomic tests have ever, to
this day, received compensation from either the British
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or Australian governments, something that should most
certainly be investigated and consequently addressed by
those governments, if it is not already on their agenda.
Prior to his death, Bluey was apparently one of only two
survivors of those tests who were living in Tasmania.
He was awarded the federal government medal
commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the atomic
tests at Montebello Islands. That medal is now with the
Glenorchy RSL, where he was a member from about
1990.
In 1955, Bluey married in Hobart, but it eventually ended
in divorce. However, years later he met up with those
he believed to be his family: a daughter, Julie, and two
grandchildren. He was certainly treated as family by them.
In Hobart, he established himself as a singer. He played
at the Valern Hotel and was also a regular performer at
the RAC Club in Victoria Street. He was well known in
musical circles. He played for around 15 years with the
likes of the Ian Pearce Quartet, a well-known jazz band
in Hobart back in the day. In 1980, Bluey played with a
band known as ‘Shandy’ with John Livermore’s wife, Net.
He sang Frank Sinatra and Louis Armstrong songs for the
dinner music part of their repertoire. He often performed
with another band known as ‘Back to Back’ at the
Crescent Hotel in North Hobart. He also performed with
the Jazzmanians. He was what you would call a goer. The
Crescent was always packed.
His old mates, Woodsy and Snowy always cheered him
on. You can just imagine those days - ‘Woodsy’, ‘Snowy’,
‘Bluey’. I wonder if we will be remembered in that way
- ‘Kezza, ‘Boggles’, ‘Bumper’, ‘Finchy’ and ‘Biscuit’, not
forgetting Tain - ‘Ratters minor’, I was told that was. It
was an interesting time in Hobart’s history.
Over the past decade, Bluey chaired the West Hobart
Neighbourhood Watch committee and he was a vital part
of the Lawrenny Court community. He also took an active
interest in the traffic problems of West Hobart. He was
always looking out for the welfare of others. He suffered
from cardiovascular problems and was repeatedly in and
out of hospital over the years. However, you cannot
keep a good man down and he cheerfully bounced back
from those setbacks until recently, of course, when those
problems proved too much for him and he passed away.
Bluey will be sadly missed by his many friends in
West Hobart at Lawrenny Court and the West Hobart
Neighbourhood Watch fraternity, but especially by
his remaining family, daughter Julie McLain and two
grandchildren. May Norman ‘Bluey’ Watson rest in peace.
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NEW LEGAL SERVICE FOR SENIORS
Legal Aid Tasmania considers that older people are
a priority client group. They have a team of lawyers
available to provide more advice and assistance to older
people. This new initiative is the Older People’s Legal
Service.

Examples of recent services provided by Legal Aid to
older members of our community include:
•
•

The coordinator of the service, Sarah Campbell advises
that:
•
We are here to help you—and it is free.
We provide legal advice and assistance on any legal
issue:
• by phone or in person;
• by our specialist older people’s lawyer if required;
We work with other service providers to help achieve
the best outcome for you.
The types of issues that are commonly faced by older
people include:
• Consumer issues
• Preventing or responding to abuse
• Assets for care arrangements
• Granny flats
• Legal capacity issues
• Wills
• Advance care directives
• Powers of attorney
• Powers of guardianship
• Grandparent issues
• Problems with neighbours.

•
•

assisting a client to stop her brother from accessing
her bank accounts and stealing her money.
advising an elderly man whose family wanted him
to go into aged care about his rights and other
options.
assisting a 95 year old regarding her rights under an
independent living unit contract.
assisting a client to get back a deposit from a car
sale yard.
obtaining free representation for a 75 year old
woman to pursue a testator’s family maintenance
claim as she had not been provided for in her late
husband’s will.

We can also come and speak to your community group
about any legal issue that you are interested in learning
more about.
You can contact us by phoning 1300 366 611
weekdays.
For further information on the service:
Need help: https://www.legalaid.tas.gov.au/need-help/?
Find information –videos, brochures and fact sheets:
https://www.legalaid.tas.gov.au/find-information/?
Follow us on facebook https://www.facebook.com/
LegalAidTasmania/
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FULL GEAR
Eleven young people raised awareness about their road
safety campaigns at a Bunnings BBQ in Derwent Park
in July.
The campaigns were created as part of the Full Gear
program, developed by Glenorchy City Council Youth
Program and Bucaan Community House.
The BBQ was an opportunity for Bucaan Community
House, Glenorchy City Council and Department of
State Growth to recognise the achievements and
commitment to the program of these young people.
The participants were presented with certificates and
vouchers to obtain their learner motorbike licences
which were kindly donated by Neighbourhood Watch
Tasmania for the second year in a row.
Full Gear is a program for young people between 16-24
years old which aims to reduce risk taking behaviours
on the road including; riding without a licence, without
safety gear, not following the road rules and disobeying
the law.
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The Chigwell community noticed an increase in young
people hooning on bikes and in cars in their area and
they wanted to work with the young people to provide
an opportunity that teaches them skills and improves
attitudes to road safety, therefore improving the safety
in their suburbs.
The first program was completed in May 2017 with six
people graduating from an eight-week program that
they helped to develop. The outcomes were extremely
successful with some of the participants securing
employment as a result.
Further funding from State Growth’s Road Safety
Grants Program enabled 11 more young people to
complete the course and obtain their learner motorbike
licenses with a further all female program planned to
start shortly.

