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A reminder to Area Co-ordinators that the financial year is 1 July to 30 June. 
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within three months of the end of the financial year. 

If you have not yet received your invoice for payment please contact our Treasurer, 
Christine Fraser at Christine.fraser@police.tas.gov.au.
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NO: 02817C 

ABN: 64 653 543 105
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Postal Address:
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PO Box 308, Hobart TAS 7001
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AND DISTRICT LIAISON
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Constable Marita Osborn  - 6173 2767

Southern District 
Sen/C Simon Jones  - 6173 216

Northern District 
Sen/C Annabel Shegog  - 6777 3998

Western District 
Sen/C Emilie Dellar - 6477 7286

Crime Stoppers 
Crime Stoppers - 1800 333 000

CONTACTS
REPORT CRIME TO POLICE

131 444
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

So much has occurred since 
our last annual Newsletter, 
even if half of this year 
we have been constrained 

by the impact of COVID-19.  Nevertheless, 
many good experiences have been had in the 
Neighbourhood Watch space and I hope this 
Newsletter does justice to all the positive things 
that have happened for us across Tasmania.

You will recall that we took on a major project last 
November when we combined Neighbourhood 
Watch Week with Bunnings Crime Prevention 
Week (The Week) when we delivered 29 separate 
activities across all seven Bunnings Warehouses 
in Tasmania.  This Newsletter contains a separate 
article about The Week in 2019 with a number of 
photos to highlight the member contributions and 
share the memories.

Shortly after The Week we held our Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) in Launceston which 
saw a changing of the guard for Neighbourhood 
Watch Tasmania Inc (NHWT).  Former Directors 
Tony Cook, Pat Leary and President, Jan Dunsby, 
stepped aside from State Board Director duties 
after many years of committed service.  On behalf 
of all NHWT members I thank and congratulate 
Tony, Pat and Jan for their leadership during their 
tenures as Board Directors.  A separate article in 
the Newsletter pays particular recognition to the 
contribution of Jan Dunsby who served as State 
President for nigh on 12 years.

Renewing the Memorandum of 
Understanding with Tasmania Police

I was very proud to be elected President of 
NHWT and grateful for the incoming Directors 
who volunteered to take on the leadership roles 
for the next era of NHWT.  I particularly want to 
acknowledge the support of Wayne Burgess, 
our former Treasurer, who agreed to serve with 
the new Board to ensure continuity and the 
management of knowledge as we learnt our new 
roles.

The Board initially undertook a SWOT analysis of 
our Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats to provide the foundation for our future 
direction.  We agreed that our strength relied on 
three factors:

• Our extensive community networks

• Our strategic partnerships

• Our established brand and reputation.

As a new Board we saw 2020 as being a time to 
Reflect, Consolidate and then Project our learnings 
into the future direction of NHWT.  Even though 
many of our plans and activities were curtailed 
by COVID-19, I trust you will see through this 
Newsletter that we have still been able to achieve 
a significant amount over the past 12 months.  

The State Board and I very much look forward to 
working with you all into the future.

Peter Edwards BM APM
President

With Blackstone Heights, Pre-COVID-19
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TASMANIA INC.

NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2020 started with a new State Board for 
Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania (NHWT).  This 
article introduces the Tasmanian Directors and 
highlights not only their abundance, but also 
their diversity, of workplace experience and 
qualifications.  

Peter Edwards accepted the role of President 
after being elected as a Director in the previous 
year.  Peter is a former Commander in the 
Tasmania Police Service which afforded him the 
opportunity to also work interstate as well as 
represent Australian police and law enforcement 
at international forums.  Peter holds a Masters 
degree in Public Sector Management, a Bachelor 
of Arts and a Graduate Certificate in Applied 
Management.

Back row, left to right, Marita Osborn, Wayne Burgess, Christine Fraser & Ranald Moore
Front row, left to right, Peter Edwards, Frank Pearce & Kate Dobson

Vice President and Public Officer, Frank Pearce, 
is a Certified Practising Accountant (CPA) with 
a degree majoring in economics as well as a 
Master’s degree in Business Administration 
(MBA). Frank has served on numerous Boards 
and has run his own hospitality business.  He 
has extensive experience at senior levels in local 
government, both in Tasmania and interstate.  
Frank is a former Director within the WA City of 
Fremantle and was the General Manager of the 
Glenorchy City Council from 2001 to 2011.  He 
is currently an elected member of the Derwent 
Valley Council.

Kate Dobson is a former school teacher who 
also holds a Master’s Degree in Business 
Administration and a Graduate Certificate in 

...continued on page 6
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Emergency Management.  Kate has extensive 
experience in emergency management in 
Tasmania, both with the State Emergency Service 
and the Tasmania Fire Service.  She is currently 
the Tasmanian Education Department Principal 
Advisor for Emergency Preparedness, Response 
and Security.  Kate has taken on responsibility as 
Secretary for Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania Inc.

Our new Treasurer is Christine Fraser who is a 
Certified Practising Accountant with a Bachelor 
of Business Studies degree in Accounting.  
Christine has previously worked as an Internal 
Auditor with the Education Department; 
an Assistant Accountant with the Salvation 
Army; and a Business Support Assistant with 
Ambulance Tasmania.  Since 2015 Christine has 
been the Executive Officer for the Tasmania 
Police, Operations Support Command where 
she also serves on the respective multi-agency 
committees for Rescue Helicopter Operations and 
Management.  

Ranald Moore has substantial corporate 
experience as a project manager, consultant 
CEO and Managing Director.  He has run large 
scale international multi-million dollar projects in 
Australia and south east Asia, including India and 
China.  A published author and former CEO of the 
Wool Institute of Australia, more recently Ranald 
was the Secretary of the Organising Committee 
for the World Fly Fishing Championship which was 
held in Tasmania in 2019.

Before retiring from paid employment Wayne 

Burgess worked as an electrical engineer with the 
Hydro Electric Commission in Tasmania for almost 
50 years.  Wayne has been an active community 
member and worked in voluntary positions for 
a number of service clubs and not-for-profit 
organisations, particularly in the Kingborough 
municipality.  Wayne was an inaugural member of 
Illawarra Neighbourhood Watch since its formation 
in 1992.  He has served as the state Treasurer for 
the past 11 years and now continues to serve as a 
Board Director.

Constable Marita Osborn is the Tasmania 
Police Liaison Officer to the State Board of 
Neighbourhood Watch.  Marita has been a serving 
police officer with broad operational experience 
for over 30 years.  She has served in diverse roles 
which include General Duties, Academy Instructor 
and Radio Room Operator.  Marita has particular 
expertise with community programs from working 
within the Early Intervention and Youth Action Unit 
and more recently as the State Coordinator for 
Community Policing Services.  Marita is also the 
Secretary for the world-renowned Tasmania Police 
Pipe Band.

Fortunately, due to COVID-19, the new Board 
chose to hasten slowly and use 2020 as a year 
for reflection, consolidation and growth within its 
membership and partnership networks.  Directors 
are optimistic that 2021 will afford them a greater 
opportunity to personally attend membership 
events across the state to ensure our 35th 
anniversary is celebrated for what it has achieved 
and will achieve into the future.

REPORT CRIME TO POLICE

131 444
nhwtas.org.au

REPORT CRIME TO POLICE

131 444
nhwtas.org.au
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Although the corona virus 
started in 2019 in China, 
it did not really impact in 
Tasmania until March 2020 
when all governments in 
Australia imposed lockdown 
restrictions, border closures 
and a hereto before 
unknown - social distancing 
requirements for everybody.  
As a result, this year has 
been one of significant 
uncertainty, adaptation and 
change.  The traditional 
methods of Neighbourhood 
Watch Groups coming 
together for meetings and 
functions virtually stopped 
overnight.  However, we 
have been resilient, we 
have adapted and we have 
continued to grow – albeit 
in an environment that was 
initially foreign to all of us.

OUR COVID-19 YEAR 2020

At the state level we adopted the mantra of Stay 
Connected, Share Information & Stay Safe and 
many of our members were able to come up 
with innovative ways to do this.  Although much 
of our communications relied on technology, 
we were encouraged to continue to distribute 
our newsletters electronically, many of us 
were, perhaps reluctantly, exposed to social 
media whilst others used their knowledge and 
experience of writing cards and letters or using 
the telephone to actually speak to people!

We called 2020 our DOT year which stood for at 
least Do One Thing.  And many of our members 
took up the challenge.  Regular news bulletins 
were published by the State Board to ensure our 
members remained engaged and informed.  We 
shared good news stories, jokes and cartoons to 
help keep spirits uplifted and we scoured photos 
from our annals to reminisce about experiences 
from the past.  The sand art at Bellerive Beach 
from Mark Watterson was always positive and 
uplifting and the example of our member from 
Hadspen who picked up rubbish on their daily walk 
showed how easily we can make a difference to 
our neighbourhood.

Another Rastaman original artwork!

Southern Beaches (Early planning group at Okines, Dodges Ferry)
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1. We help communities to help themselves to prevent crime, improve safety and 
increase neighbourhood relationships. 

2. We legitimately access police crime and offence information.

3. We have state-wide networks for sharing that information.

4. We use our networks to increase community awareness of crime and security issues.

5. We share crime prevention and community safety information.

6. We use our networks to reduce the fear of crime.

7. Research shows NHW reduces crime by between 16 and 26 percent.

8. We run crime prevention campaigns in our communities, such as Lock it - or Lose it!

9. We run community safety campaigns, such as Wheelie Bin Speed Awareness 
Stickers.

10. We run neighbourliness campaigns, such as Good Neighbours Create Safer 
Communities.

11. We run police engagement events, such as Cuppa with a Cop

12. We promote the correct use of emergency services and Crime Stoppers contacts. 

13. We are not a vigilante organisation.

14. We help communities collectively identify crime and safety concerns and work 
with the police to develop and promote solutions.

At the macro level NHWT signed a new 
Memorandum of Understanding with Tasmania 
Police to reinforce our ongoing partnership 
and joint commitment to preventing crime and 
improving public safety.  Over and above this we 
promoted the third platform of Neighbourhood 
Watch which is fostering good community 

relations through practicing neighbourliness 
(connectedness) whenever we could.

Finally, we developed a list of responses to those 
questions; But what does Neighbourhood Watch 
do?  And does it make a difference?
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH & 
BUNNINGS CRIME PREVENTION 

WEEK (THE WEEK)

In 2019 Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) and 
Bunnings partnered across Australasia to align 
Neighbourhood Watch Week and Bunnings 
Crime Prevention Week (The Week) from 13 to 
20 November 2019.  The Board of NHWT agreed 
to take on the challenge of coordinating activities 
across the seven Bunnings Warehouses in 
Tasmania during the course of The Week.  

Based on the principle of fail to prepare – prepare 
to fail, planning started eight months in advance 
with the appointment of a state coordinator and 
early engagement with Tasmania Police – a critical 
partner in everything we do.  NHW Coordinators 
were nominated for each of the Warehouses to 
liaise with the Bunnings Activities Officers to 
agree on what activities could be delivered during 
the course of The Week.  This local liaison was 
critical for clear communications and effective 
coordination.

Bunnings were both generous and fantastic 
supporters of The Week from start to finish and 
this was the case at all their Warehouses across 
the state.  This is what was delivered:

• NHW Information stands were set up at 
the entrance to the Warehouse where free 
calendars, national magazines and promotional 
merchandise were distributed.

• On different days Bunnings sausage sizzles 
were conducted by NHW volunteers who in 
many cases were supported by other service 
clubs.

• A raffle prize of a Fireproof/Waterproof safe 
(as recommended by Scott Pape, the Barefoot 
Investor) was donated by each Bunnings 
Warehouse with ticket sale profits donated to 
NHW.

• Cuppa with a Cop was hosted for an hour at 
every Bunnings Warehouse with free tea and 
coffee for everyone who came along.

• Apart from participating in Cuppa with a Cop, 
Tasmania Police provided extra patrols and 
gave personal security advice at Bunnings in-
store staff meetings.

Preparing the Week at Bunnings Glenorchy Volunteers in action at Bunnings Mornington
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Bunnings barbecues are always popular! The raffles were a winner!

Putting a project like this together embodies what 
Neighbourhood Watch is all about.  It meant lots 
more engagement at personal and organisational 
levels where ideas were developed, changed and 
refined – and then successfully delivered.  The 
front of store engagement through the information 
stands and raffles cannot be underestimated for 
the positive marketing of NHW.  And of course, 
the Bunnings BBQ – now an Australian icon - was 
always going to be a winner. 

In total, NHW delivered 29 separate events across 
the seven Bunnings Warehouses over the course 
of The Week.  This was certainly the largest joint 
project that NHW had undertaken in recent years 
and the camaraderie and pride that it engendered 
cannot be evaluated in dollar terms.  Thank you 
to all those NHW members who rolled up their 
sleeves to make this such a successful and 
memorable project.

Partnership in action, NHWT, Bunnings, Roberts & Lions
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   Jan Dunsby
Introduction

This article is about the 
significant contribution 
Jan Dunsby made to 

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania (NHWT) 
over a period of 18 years from 2001 to 2019.  
Significantly, the last 12 of those years were as 
the State President, a term of service that can 
only be described as outstanding.  It is impossible 
to give this level of voluntary contribution to the 
community the recognition it truly deserves.  
Although a hands-on leader, Jan is a very private 
person and as a consequence, it has proved quite 
difficult to go beyond just scraping the surface of 
her extraordinary service.  In her own words she 
says, I don’t like talking about me.  

Background

Jan is a northern suburbs girl, one of four children 
she went to school in Glenorchy, initially at St 
John’s Primary School and then completing her 
high school years at Dominic College in Tolosa 
Street.  Jan says that although she didn’t realise it 
at the time, both her parents were volunteers who 
would regularly pitch in at school events, fetes and 
whatever else came their way.  So, from an early 
age, volunteering was just a regular part of life for 
Jan.

Upon leaving school Jan took up a career in 
administration and acquired valuable knowledge 
and skills in legal, accounting and educational 
fields which have stood her in good stead as 
an employee, a mother of two children and a 
community leader.  Before too long she had 
taken on the role of the Defence Community 
House Coordinator at Dowsing Point and this 
was perhaps the springboard for honing her 
organising and coordination skills through the 
Community House network.  Jan set up and 
published a state newsletter and organised state 
and national conferences.   Furthermore, by being 
immersed in this field she gained a real insight and 
understanding of the challenges of our Culturally 
and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) community 
members.

The Neighbourhood Watch Journey

By 1999, as a result of community consultation, 
the Glenorchy City Council had set up 12 
geographic precincts within their local government 
area.  West Moonah was the last precinct to be 
established and what a surprise, Jan ended up 
leading that group.  As luck would have it, this 
group decided they wanted a NHW in their area 
and without even realising what was happening, 
Jan was on the NHWT journey of no return for 
the next 18 years!  In reality, Jan did realise what 
was happening because it was obvious to her that 
many of the issues that she had been involved in 
within the Community House environment, the 
council precinct and NHW often intersected and 
regularly had a policing aspect as well.

Jan said the West Moonah group was a great 
experience because, with the help of Senior 
Constable Russell Barratt, she had to build this 
Watch from the ground up, so learnt all the NHWT 
nuances from the coal face.  Back then there were 
district meetings and before she knew it Jan was 
on the state committee as her obvious organising 
skills became readily recognised.  Jan knows 
she is a good organiser and one of her proudest 
achievements with NHWT was the two-day 
conference at Deloraine to celebrate the 25-year 
anniversary in 2011.  Jan regularly reinforces 
the importance of partnerships in community 
service and this was the conference theme.  
Jan organised an array of exciting speakers 
and a particular highlight was the high level of 
attendance and support from Tasmania Police 
members.

Jan is reluctant to single people out because 
there have been many supporters and helpers 
along the way.  However, special mention could 
not be avoided for some key supporters, and 
outstanding people in their own right, who have 
mentored, guided and challenged her in leading 
NHWT for such a long period of time.  The 
late Malcolm Grant OAM for his outstanding 
commitment and leadership; The Honourable Pat 
Leary for her support and governance guidance; 
Wayne Burgess for his loyalty and meticulous 
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bookkeeping; and police officers Russell Barratt, 
Ian Edwards, Anabel Shegog, Emilie Dellar and 
Marita Osborn.

And if that wasn’t enough!

Jan epitomises that saying, If you want something 
done, give it to a busy person!  In 2014 Jan 
became an Alderman with the Glenorchy City 
Council; in 2015 Chairperson of the Claremont 
College Association; and that same year a Director 
and Vice President of the Lady Clark Centre.  And 
it doesn’t stop there, Jan is a one-eyed (as if there 
is there any other type) Collingwood supporter and 
late-blooming No 1 fan of Eddie McGuire!!

Although a City Alderman, Jan does not like being 
referred to as a politician, but rather refers to 
herself as a community advocate.  Just call me 
Jan and in NHWT circles, everyone knows who 
we are talking about, such is her reputation and 
stature in our organisation.  It is clear that Jan’s 
working and community life is far from over. 
However, in reflecting on her NHWT service, 
Jan highlights being able to make a difference in 
peoples’ lives; the partnerships she continues to 
be involved in; and the friendships she has made 
around the state where she was always made 
to feel welcome and valued as the stand outs.  
These are perhaps the true rewards of community 
service.

Jan with Commander Brett Smith

Life Membership

The Board of Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania 
is unanimous in its decision to bestow upon 
Jan Dunsby the honour of Life Membership.  
Congratulations and thank you Jan.
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NHWT 35 YEARS STRONG

Dr Michael Readett, Inspector John Woolley and  
Mrs Edith Guy raise the first NHW sign in Clarence in 1986.   

Photo courtesy of the Mercury newspaper.

In 2021 Neighbourhood Watch in Tasmania (NHWT) 
will celebrate 35 years of supporting Tasmania 
Police and local communities with crime prevention 
initiatives; public safety projects and by building 
community relationships. This article provides a 
snapshot of how NHWT came into existence and 
how it is doing its business now compared to when 
it started in the previous century!

It was in 1985 that Dr Michael Readett, a Hobart 
dermatologist and Clarence Councillor, teamed up 
with ABC personality Sue Becker to promote the 
value of establishing Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) 
in Tasmania.  Dr Readett had been so impressed by 
the success of NHW in combatting neighbourhood 
crime, particularly housebreaking in Victoria, that 
he was determined to introduce the concept into 
Tasmania.  A public meeting was subsequently 
held in the Lindisfarne Masonic Hall and after being 
addressed by Dr Readett, Ms Becker and then 
Police Commissioner Max Robinson, the public 
were unanimous in their support for the concept.  
Subsequently, Commissioner Robinson authorised 
the support and establishment of NHW in Tasmania 
(NHWT).  That same evening, Inspector John 
Woolley was appointed as the first Tasmania Police 
NHWT project manager.

The process of moving a concept to a practical and 
workable reality, does not happen overnight and not 
without significant consultation and planning.  It was 
actually in 1986 that the first official Neighbourhood 
Watch Area was established in Risdon Vale.  The 
photo of Dr Readett, Inspector Woolley and local 
NHW Coordinator Mrs Edith Guy, which was 
provided courtesy of The Mercury Newspaper, is 
an important historical record of the first sign being 
erected in Tasmania.

From that point the organisation grew progressively, 
and with a sound governance structure that has 
ensured its value and continuing contribution to 
local communities across the state, it continues to 
deliver to this day.  During the 1980s and 1990s 
NHWT exploded across Tasmania with each Watch 
having its own local committee which fed into an 
area committee, district committees and then a 
state committee.  

At its peak, long time members report there were 
in excess of 160 Watches spread throughout the 

state. The proliferation of Neighbourhood Watch 
signs across Tasmania are testament to its spread 
and popularity.  With the benefit of technological 
advances NHWT has evolved and adapted over 
time.  Although we still boast 30 traditional Watches 
in Tasmania, we now also accommodate individual 
members and virtual groups that use social media 
as the preferred method for communicating and 
sharing information across their communities.  

An important aspect of the NHWT evolution has 
been the increasing emphasis on community 
connectedness.  Partnerships have been forged 
with many service organisations and community 
groups as these relationships only improve 
coordination and increase the number of workers 
for functions and events designed to support the 
communities in which we live and work.  These 
relationships and the increased use of technology 
are examples of how NHWT is moving with 
the times and continuing to make a meaningful 
contribution to community safety and wellbeing in 
Tasmania. 

NHWT will celebrate 35 years of service in 2021 and 
planning is now underway to use this anniversary as 
a springboard for enhancing community safety and 
connectedness well into the future.
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A number of significant achievements were 
celebrated over the past 12 months and it is good 
that we can share those success stories with our 
wider audience through this Newsletter.  Every 
year our national body, Neighbourhood Watch 
Australasia, makes two awards that are open to 
members and police officers from every Australian 
state and territory and our Neighbourhood Support 
members in New Zealand.  Those awards are:

• The Malcolm Grant OAM Award for NHW 
Volunteer of the Year, and

• The Police Commissioners Award for the Police 
Officer or Police Employee supporting NHW.

In 2019 Malcolm Cash from Newnham was 
nominated by Tasmania for the Malcolm Grant OAM 
Award.  Although not the national winner on this 
occasion, all finalists are duly acknowledged with 
a Certificate of Appreciation which was awarded 
to Malcolm in a ceremony at Launceston Police 
Headquarters in February this year.  Congratulations 
Malcolm!

At the same ceremony NHWT also celebrated 
the success of Riverside Neighbourhood Watch 
whose members had been recognised by the 
West Tamar Council with the 2020 Australia Day 

AWARDS AND MILESTONES

Award for Community Group of the Year.  What an 
achievement!  Well done to the Riverside Group, 
setting a fine example for all your peers across the 
state.

It was at our 2019 AGM that a Certificate of 
Appreciation was awarded to long standing Director, 
Wayne Burgess, which particularly recognised 
his service as Treasurer to the State Board for the 
previous 11 years.  A certificate of Appreciation was 
also awarded to Constable Dean Rigby who has 
been the go to Tasmania Police officer for Hadspen 
Neighbourhood Watch for over a decade.

Another achievement which was cause for 
celebration was the 90th birthday of Ravenswood 
Watch stalwart and Secretary, Betty Wright.  This 
milestone was recognised by a surprise gathering 
of members at the Ravenswood Community 
House where NHWT President, Peter Edwards, 
was on hand to present Betty with flowers and 
a Certificate of Appreciation.  The Ravenswood 
Watch has been operating for 22 years and Betty 
has served them throughout that period of time.  
What a great achievement which is most deserving 
of our respect and admiration.  We take pride in 
recognising your contribution Betty and recording 
you achievement in our Annual Newsletter.

Ravenswood Betty Wright Group
Commander Brett Smith congratulates 

retiring Treasurer, Wayne Burgess.
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CUPPA WITH A COP

Coffee with a Cop is believed to 
have started in the USA in 2011.  
The idea of the police meeting 
with members of their community 
in neutral locations and non-
confronting situations was devised 
to improve the relationship between 
citizens and police.  The event 
quickly spread across America and 
now occurs in a number of other 
countries, including many states in 
Australia.

The idea was picked up by 
Neighbourhood Watch in Tasmania 
(NHWT) and re-branded Cuppa with a Cop, 
recognising that not everyone necessarily 
drank coffee! However, the positive outcomes 
from having a chat with the police over tea, 
coffee or a cordial worked wonders for sharing 
information and breaking down barriers.

International Coffee with a Cop Day is 
traditionally the first Wednesday in October, 
which was the significance of Latrobe 
Neighbourhood Watch and the Crowded 
Lounge Café hosting this event on 2 October 
2019.  The Latrobe Committee worked with 
Western District Community Police Officer, 
Senior Constable Emilie Dellar, to organise 
the event.  More than 50 people of all ages 
attended the gathering 
which meant the 
Crowded Lounge truly 
lived up to its name!  

Acting Inspector 
Martin Parker brought 
a contingent of local 
police and Acting Mayor, 
Graeme Brown led 
representatives from 
the Latrobe Council to 
join in the conversation 
and camaraderie that the 
event generated. 

Children on school holidays enjoyed 
the demonstration of lights and 
sirens on the police car provided by 
Senior Sergeant Stewart Williams.  
And members of the neighbouring 
Ambleside Neighbourhood Watch 
group were there in support having 
had a cuppa trial run (not a dry run) 
the evening before with state NHWT 
representative, Peter Edwards.

Committee members of the Latrobe 
Neighbourhood Watch Group were 
delighted with the roll up.  Bobbi-
Jo Bailey said, Such a simple event 

really does bring the community and police 
together to build relationships - one cup at 
a time!  Senior Constable Emilie Dellar said, 
These opportunities are not restricted to this 
particular day and NHWT regularly organises 
similar events across the state in partnership 
with Tasmania Police.

In 2021 NHWT will host a number of 
Cuppa with a Cop events across the 
state to celebrate our 35th anniversary in 
Tasmania.  Keep an eye out on our Bulletins 
and Facebook posts to know when one is 
happening near you.
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The New Norfolk 
Neighbourhood Watch 
(NNNHW) is one of 
the newest groups in 
Tasmania, having been 
established in 2018. 
To make sure that any 
projects or activities 
were designed to 
meet the needs of 
their community the 
group undertook a 
structured approach to 
informing themselves 
through community 
consultation which 
culminated in a 
planning workshop 
in March 2019.  The 
strongest theme 
to emerge in that 
process was the need for increased collaboration, 
co-ordination and sharing of information between 
support services and the Derwent Valley 
community.  

Armed with this information, and having the 
good fortune of some web-development skills 
on their team, the concept of the Connecting 
Derwent Valley e-Hub started to take shape.  The 
idea was that the e-Hub would be a one-stop, 
comprehensive and multi-layered database for use 
by the Derwent Valley community to access the 
support they need in a timely and efficient manner.  
A number of service organisations quickly gave 
their support to the proposal which envisioned a 
presence on the e-Hub for information providers 
and community service-focussed programs, 
emergency services, volunteer groups, clubs, 
special interest groups and other event organisers.  
The intention was that the e-Hub would reduce 
duplication of services and facilitate better 
collaboration between the support networks 
already operating within that community.

Of course, projects like this must have vision 
and leadership, but more specifically – money!  
NNNHW had been successful in raising some 

funds of their own – but a project like this 
cannot be brought to fruition on only passion 
and good-will.  Some initial grant applications 
were unsuccessful but the group were not to be 
deterred as their proposal was based on sound 
research and a desire to make a real difference 
in their community.  Hardware support had been 
provided by the Derwent Valley Council, and the 
Online Access Centre agreed to provide their 
facilities for future training purposes.  

Although this article gives a summary of how a 
concept was developed and progressed, it is more 
about how quality research and perseverance 
pays off.  Yes, the group had disappointments 
and knock-backs along the way.  However, with 
the help of web-designer Andrew Lockman 
& Associates providing significant in-kind 
contributions to the build and a persuasive grant 
application to Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania, the 
project came to fruition in mid 2020.  Readers are 
encouraged visit https://connectingderwentvalley.
com.au/ to see the quality of their work and the 
passion they have for making a difference in their 
community.  Well done to NNNHW!!

CONNECTING DERWENT VALLEY 
e-HUB
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Neighbourhood Watch is about to commence its 
35th continuous year of operation in Tasmania.  
Over that period of time there has been significant 
technological change that has impacted on the 
way we do our business.  In fact, there are a 
number of business and structural models that 
our groups use, such as traditional committees, 
social media groups and partnerships with other 
community and interest groups.  They are all part 
of the contemporary Neighbourhood Watch family.

One of our long-term partners is Bush Watch 
which is another one of those variations that 
subscribes to the Neighbourhood Watch principles 
but with a focus in our regional and country areas 
and a specific interest in looking after our bush.  
Bush Watch is a crime prevention initiative that 
encourages users of the bush and recreational 
areas to report unusual, suspicious or criminal 
activity or vandalism to the police.  Members 
of Bush Watch have a unique appreciation that 
the bush and forests are for everyone’s use, and 
that damage or improper use of the facilities can 
directly affect those who live, work and relax in 
the bush.  It’s about keeping the bush safe for 
everyone to use.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO BUSH WATCH

More than half of the Tasmanian land mass is 
forested and over 40 percent of the state is 
comprised of national parks and reserves.  Add 
this to our diverse farming activities our bush is 
home to not only our unique fauna and flora, it 
accommodates significant industry like timber and 
mining; utilities such as hydro-electric dams and 
associated infrastructure; and of course tourism, 
particularly in the form of camping, bushwalking 
and mountain bike riding – just to name a few.  

The image of the bush is often romantic and not 
one we immediately associate with crime and 
offences.  However, the list below is but a small 
sample of the offending that Bush Watch exists to 
combat:

• Theft of firewood and timber

• Trapping and shooting of wildlife and illegal 
fishing

• Cultivating illegal drug crops

• Damage to farming areas, fences, 
machinery and equipment

• Theft of stock and poppy crops

• Removal of soil and damage to river banks

• Theft from and damage to Aboriginal 
sacred and historic sites

• Illegal dumping of garden refuse, weeds, 
industrial waste and car bodies.

There are two active Bush Watch groups in 
Tasmania and they are always on the lookout 
for new members.  Westerway Bush Watch 
looks after the area in the upper reaches of the 
Derwent Valley that straddles the Tyena River to 
join with the Municipality of Central Highlands.  
This is arguably one of the most bushfire prone 
locations in Tasmania and as a consequence, there 
is a constant need to for heightened vigilance to 
protect their patch.  

As you would expect for this location, Westerway 
Bush Watch has a strong focus on preventing 
bushfires and one of their most successful 
projects has been the locating of illegally dumped 

Westerway Bush Watch team members, Peter, Colin & Stefan
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vehicle tyres in their bush and arranging the 
removal of them.  This project started about 10 
years ago when the group participated in the 
Clean Up Australia campaign and it has continued 
on since then.  In 2019 the Westerway Bush 
Watch removed, what was for them, a record 
number of 232 tyres from their bush in a single 
year.  Quite a mind-boggling statistic really and this 
is why their group is committed to continuing this 
program and looking for new ways to discourage 
people from dumping combustible materials in 
their bush. 

The Western District Bush Watch encompasses 
the entirety of the Western Police District, a land 
mass in excess of 22,000 square kilometres and 
engages with an extensive list of government 
agencies, interest groups, businesses, farmers 
and other land owners of many descriptions.  This 
group is coordinated by the police and meets 
regularly to share information and coordinate 
actions and programs to educate the public and 
combat unlawful activities across their combined 
business and community interests.

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania is proud to 
have Bush Watch as part of our Neighbourhood 
Watch family that looks for ways to unite our 
communities in preventing crime and offences and 
improving the safety of the places where we live 
and work.

17
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Even in a year significantly disrupted by the impact 
of COVID-19, Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania 
(NHWT) was proud to welcome two new groups 
to our organisation.  

It was in February of 2020 that representatives 
of both the Geeveston and Southern Beaches 
communities made independent approaches 
about how to start a NHW group in their area.  
Their respective circumstances were indicative of 
how most Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) groups 
start.  Crime, anti-social behaviour or safety issues 
had reached a threshold to cause concerned 
community members to search for a way to make 
a difference.  

WELCOME TO THE NEW 
GEEVESTON & SOUTHERN BEACHES 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH GROUPS

When there is a recognition that the issues are 
not only a police problem, communities can unite 
to actually do something(s).  It only needs one 
person to take the lead and pretty soon there is 
a small team prepared to coordinate activities to 
grow community support.  NHW is the tried and 
true vehicle to help communities help themselves.  
Geeveston held a well-attended public meeting 
which was attended by our President, Peter 
Edwards, the local Police Officer, Nathan Brown, 
and a host of other community representatives 
and the Huon News who shared their photo of the 
gathering with us.  

NHW Underway at Southern Beaches Acting Inspector Ben Duffey is on board

Valerie helps set the scene
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Although the vote was 
unanimous to start 
Geeveston Neighbourhood 
Watch (GNHW) 
COVID-19 delayed 
their establishment 
until September 20.  
Nevertheless, they are 
now up and running and 
exploring ways to make a 
difference in their locale.

Southern Beaches 
Neighbourhood Watch 
(SBNHW) incorporates 
the postcode area of 
7173 which includes 
the townships and settlements 
of Lewisham, Dodges Ferry, Carlton, Primrose 
Sands, Carlton River, Forcett and Connellys Marsh.  
SBNHW was also well underway immediately 
before COVID-19 restrictions were implemented 
in March of this year.  Again, there was a hiatus 
for some months but the group kicked off in 
style with a modified Cuppa with a Cop at Okines 
Community House with Acting Inspector Ben 
Duffey as their guest speaker on RUOK Day – 10 
September 20.  Ben stressed the importance and 
desire of the police, … to work together with the 
community to address problems, dispel myths and 

Geeveston Neighbourhood Watch group’s first meeting. Photo courtesy of the Huon News

break down barriers.  SBNHW have organised to 
meet with a number of other community leaders 
and partner organisations which will no doubt 
be the springboard for initiatives to make their 
neighbourhoods safer places.  

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania welcomes 
Geeveston and Southern Beaches to our state 
network, but also to the membership of what is 
reputed to be the largest community-led crime 
prevention movement in the world.
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The Tasmania Police Liaison Officer to the Board of 
Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania, Marita Osborn, 
is the Secretary of the Tasmania Police Pipe Band.  
In 2019 Marita was fortunate to help Inspector 
Bec Davis chaperone the band to the 69th Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo (the Tattoo) in Scotland 
where booming cannon fire, dancing lassies and 
laddies, and military bands of various persuasions 
and nationalities are the order of the day.

The Tasmania Police Pipe Band is made up of 
serving police, as well as volunteers from all walks 
of life, united by a love of playing the bagpipes 
or drums. All members were proud to represent 
Tasmania Police, Tasmania, and Australia, on the 
world stage that is the Tattoo.  While there were 
many first timers in the band for the 2019 season, 
this was the sixth time in their history that they 
had been invited to perform at this event. 

There is a significant lead up to participating in 
the Tattoo. A large repertoire of tunes need to be 

POLICE PIPE BAND 
PERFORM AT EDINBURGH

learnt and memorised in the six months before 
heading over to Scotland.  In addition to being 
able to skilfully perform the music, all bands are 
expected to look immaculate for every show. 
Feather bonnets fluffed up, gold blingy buttons 
and bits shined, spats glistening white, pleats and 
plaids neatly hung. The Tasmania Police Pipe Band 
did not disappoint, stepping out in new deep navy 
doublets, trimmed in red and gold, white belts and 
proudly wearing the Fletcher of Dunans tartan.

Under the leadership of Drum Major Tony Coen 
and Pipe Major David North, the band completed 
a four week commitment in Edinburgh. Three 
days of rigorous practice and learning the drills at 
Redford Barracks before dress rehearsals at the 
Castle itself, followed by three weeks of shows to 
sold out audiences in the region of 9000 patrons 
per show. An awesome experience, in the truest 
sense of the word. Well done to Bec, Marita and 
of course, the band!
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