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NHWT of 2025 
 

 
 

The Board of Management 
The Neighbourhood Watch Board provides policy direction for Neighbourhood 
Watch and its programs, and initiates community awareness campaigns to 
promote future development. 

 

 

 

Continued over… 
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Local Watches 
In 2025, we continued to see growth in on-line Neighbourhood Watch groups 
which has increased our community-wide presence, and total of 49 active 
groups - an increase of 4 groups from 2024 
Key: New Watches in 2025 are shown in bold font. 

NORTHERN REGION (15) 
Beaconsfield 
Blackstone Heights 
Devon Hills 
Evandale 
George Town 
Hadspen  
Hillwood Progress Association 
Invermay/Mowbray 
Kings Meadows-Youngtown-
Norwood 
Newnham (Mayfield) 
Perth Community Progress 
Association 
Pipers River 
Ravenswood 
Riverside  
Weymouth Progress 
Association 
 

 SOUTHERN REGION (27) 
Bush Watch Westerway and Upper 
Derwent Valley 
Dolphin Sands Community 
Association 
Fern Tree 
Geeveston 
Glebe Residents Association 
Goodwood Community Centre 
Greater Glenorchy  
Howrah Gardens / Glebe Hill 
Illawarra 
Kingston & Surrounds 
Lauderdale-Opossum Bay 
Lindisfarne-Rose Bay-Geilston Bay 
Midway Point 
Mount Nelson 
New Norfolk 
New Town Community Association 
Oakdowns  
Oatlands 
Old Beach 
Otago 
Risdon Vale 
Rokeby-Clarendon Vale 
Sorell 
South Hobart 
South Hobart Progress Association 
Southern Beaches  
West Hobart 

 

  

WESTERN REGION (7) 
Cam-Somerset 
Central Wynyard 
Kentish 
Latrobe 
Port Sorell 
Tullah Progress Association 
Western District Bush Watch 
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Reports 
 

 
There are two reports: the Presidents (including the report for Community Engagement 
Command, Tasmania Police) and the Finance report including the audit report.  

From the President 
Introduction 
In this reporting year 2024/25 Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania (NHW) has continued to 
experience continued growth with community activity across the state and an increase 
in the number of new Watch areas. My report to the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in 
2025 provides an overview of significant NHW activities and achievements, particularly 
since the 2024 AGM. We continue to be guided by our Strategic Plan with its three 
priorities of Membership Growth; Strengthening Partnerships; and facilitating Promotion 
and Awareness. Our Annual Communications Plan supports the delivery of these 
priorities, and I am proud to elaborate on our successes against these targets. 

Strategic Priorities 
Membership Growth 

To become an individual member of NHW, people are required to register online by 
completing a declaration to the effect that they are a respectable member of the 
community. Although our registered members continue to increase, we now gauge our 
reach into the communities we serve as a more effective indicator of our value and 
performance. We believe that through the circulation of our newsletters, but particularly 
the compounding effect of our social media posts, our reach into the community 
exceeds 80,000 homes. 

An intent of NHW is to share crime prevention awareness and safety messages to as 
many people as possible in our neighbourhoods. We have found that social media, 
particularly Facebook, is a far more timely and effective mechanism for doing this. This 
service has been improved over the past 12 months through the support and resourcing 
of the new Tasmania Police Community Engagement Command. 

We continue to offer alternative ways for NHW to become established and active in 
communities. Although there remain traditional, local committee arrangements, we 
actively seek out partnerships with other like-minded community organisations to 
actively promote the NHW brand and benefits. We also encourage volunteers to 
become their neighbourhood Facebook Coordinator, either by posting on an existing 
community page, or by setting up their own NHW Community Facebook account on 
which to post authoritative information.  

New Watch groups that have been established in the 2024/2025 financial year include: 

• Beaconsfield in partnership with Beaconsfield Neighbourhood House. 

• Fern Tree 

• Lindisfarne incorporating Rose Bay and Geilston Bay 

• Oatlands covering much of the Southern Midlands LGA. 

• Weymouth in partnership with its Progress Association 

In my President’s Report for 2024 I referred to the success of the Greater Glenorchy NHW 
pilot as a mechanism to service a large residential area. This style of NHW structure has 
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recently been duplicated with Kings Meadows/Youngtown including Norwood in its 
footprint in the north. In the south, Howrah Gardens/Glebe Hill, has annexed Shoreline 
and Tranmere whilst Lindisfarne has included Rose Bay and Geilston Bay in its grouping.  

Although this model has limited ability to deliver localised activities for discrete zones or 
neighbourhoods, their success is a direct correlation to the enthusiasm and commitment 
of their coordinators. To their credit, these coordinators have hosted, Cuppa with a Cop 
(CWAC) events across the state; they have partnered with Bunnings to hold raffles, 
information stands and sausage sizzles in most of their Tasmanian warehouses; and they 
have promoted Neighbourhood Watch Month in March, Secure Score in September 
and our flagship Calendar Drawing competition for primary school students, to name 
but a few. 

Strengthening Partnerships 

At the strategic level, NHW has a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with our 
principal partner, Tasmania Police. This MOU was reviewed and endorsed in November 
2023 for another three years. Tasmania Police continue to provide an annual funding 
allocation of $25,000 per annum as a substantial contribution towards our regular yearly 
expenses. 

With increased community engagement and rising running costs, the NHW operating 
budget is now $30,000, drawing on previous savings, small grants and annual 
organisational membership fees. The Board is proud of its attention to responsible 
financial management and is well served with members who have accountancy and 
banking expertise. Our anticipated budget for the next reporting period is: 

• Administration and Intrastate travel $7,000 

• Calendar & Awards    $5,000 

• Insurances     $4,500 

• NHWT Grants     $1,500 

• Interstate travel    $5,000 (NHWA Board attendance) 

• Office rent      $7,000 

• Total      $30,000 

Although a primary focus for NHW groups is not about fund raising, there are real benefits 
that come from activities that deliver a profit as well as achieving NHW outcomes. The 
more that local groups can fund their own resources and events the more engagement 
they can deliver in their neighbourhoods, both with partner organisations and 
community members.  

Bunnings continue to sponsor NHW Week in either October or November each year with 
raffle prizes, and the opportunity to run a barbecue, the proceeds of which are used by 
participating Watch groups. All our groups are encouraged to apply annually for a Get 
Online Week grant to deliver over 50s events to build online confidence and personal 
engagement. Ten groups delivered this project in 2024 and again in 2025. 

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania is a member of Neighbourhood Watch Australasia 
(NHWA), and this is an invaluable partnership through which we regularly receive 
promotional materials. These include the NHWA Journal, the Streetsmart Handbook and 
a National Secure Your Home Day Children’s Activity Book. 

This partnership has also realised a Target Hardening Support Project for victims of home 
burglaries in the Bridgewater Police Division being eligible to apply for a home security 
resource’s rebate up to $550 in value.  

At the community level we continue to receive outstanding support from Knight Frank 
who sponsor Cuppa with a Cop (CWAC) events in shopping centres they manage 
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across the state. Generous donations are also routinely received from small and large 
businesses, including Woolworths, Vicinity Centres, Banjos Shoreline and Hill Street 
Grocers, for which we are sincerely grateful.  

Promotion and Awareness 

Promoting the NHW brand is a responsibility for all our members, and particularly the 
Board. Our resurgence has seen an increasing requirement for promotional materials. 
To best manage the costs of these products, we have divided our promotional resources 
into two categories: 

• Materials for targeted NHW initiatives, these include street signs, wheelie bin signs, 
letterbox labels etc. 

• Materials for general promotional activities, these include NHW branded 
magnets, balloons, stickers, lens cleaning cloths, and colouring pencils to 
complement our Children’s Activity Book. 

Our Calendar remains a flagship publication and in 2025 we once again conducted a 
drawing competition for primary school children increasing the number of entries from 
2024. Students from 35 schools across the state submitted entries. The winners have been 
invited to receive their prize of $100 at our AGM, and have their drawings published on 
feature pages in the 2026 calendar.  

Communications Methods 
Social Media 

The state NHW Facebook Page continues to be an extremely effective mechanism to 
share information and promote the various activities of NHW across the state. Thank you 
to our FB Manager, Stephen Bourke, who in 2025 has also taken on the coordination of 
the Greater Howrah NHW. Regular posts are published on this page and shared with our 
partner organisations, members, and friends from across the state, interstate and even 
internationally. Encouraging our groups to develop their own Facebook Page or 
contribute to existing community Pages continues to be a most effective method for 
sharing our information. 

Website 

We are well served by our Website Managers, Andrew and Jonathan Lockman, who 
continue to make improvements to our publications, presentations and messaging 
through the Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania website https://nhwtas.org.au/. Over the 
past 12 months Andrew and Jonathan have assisted us with many minor design 
changes, photo galleries from major NHW events and an archive system for storing 
reports and publications for historical and reference purposes. 

The website now contains links to our AGM Minutes and information about NHW Board 
Meeting dates and significant agenda items. A feature of a photo montage of our 
Annual Awards and Prize Giving Ceremony is a great source of history and pride. 
Particulars for local groups are regularly updated, as is the system for people applying 
for membership online. Key NHW documents and policies can also be located on the 
website. 

Monthly Bulletins 

All NHW groups are encouraged to produce their own newsletters or contribute to their 
relevant community newspapers and Facebook sites. The State Board produces and 
publishes online a Monthly Bulletin which contains news of Watch activities, events that 
have happened, events planned for the future, crime prevention information and dates 
significant to the work of NHW. The Monthly Bulletins are emailed to all registered 
members, and a special edition is sent to every Coordinator who is encouraged to share 
relevant articles within their neighbourhood and communities. 

https://nhwtas.org.au/
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The content and presentation of the Monthly Bulletin is under constant review which has 
progressed to delivering its messages in a succinct format that can easily be pasted into 
Face book posts. Experience tells us that a short grab of information can be scanned 
and consumed quickly to maximise impact and reach. 

Journal Articles and Publications: 

Our peak body, Neighbourhood Watch Australasia (NHWA), now publishes two national 
magazines each year and all states and territories are invited to submit articles for 
publication. The Journals are published both in hard copy and online. In 2025 there were 
nine articles celebrating activities of Neighbourhood Watch groups in Tasmania. Copies 
of these Journals, containing initiatives from across Australia and New Zealand, are 
provided free of charge to our members, partners, and friends.  

Significant Events 
Honours and Awards  

Our annual Honours and Awards ceremony has become an important event which 
complements our Annual General Meeting (AGM). In 2025 it is a privilege to be able to 
recognise another suite of members who have made significant contributions to the 
work of NHW, and therefore the safety and wellbeing of people in their communities.  

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania is a not-for-profit organisation where every member is 
a volunteer. We know that much of the quality of life we enjoy in Australia is as a direct 
result of the enormous contributions volunteers make in our communities. NHW 
volunteers are effective in helping to minimise preventable crime and reduce the 
impact of loneliness through their community activities that improve safety, security, and 
important human connections.  

My heartfelt congratulations go out to each and every recipient in 2025 and I 
encourage all NHW people to actively nominate the other deserving members in their 
neighbourhoods who should be on the stage in 2026 for the same level of recognition. 
Please join with me in acknowledging the NHW Award recipients for 2025: 

Honorary Life Member   Shirley Neville  Newnham 

President’s Commendation Certificate Brian Baxter OAM  Pipers River 

      Melissa Bell   Bush Watch 

      Kym Clayton   Pipers River 

Colin Cunningham  Bush Watch 

Patricia Cunningham Bush Watch 

Jeff Fung   West Hobart 

Certificate of Appreciation   Bobbi-Jo Bailey  Latrobe 

Jennifer Bauld  Latrobe 

John Creely   Wynyard 

Stephanie Dean  Evandale 

Olive McDonald  Wynyard 

Lawrence McGuiness Cam/Somerset 

Anita Smyth   Wynyard 

Lynn Westlake  Blackstone Hts 

NHWA Commissioner’s Award Runner Up First-Class Constable Anthony Bailey 
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Calendar Drawing Competition and Prize Winners 

This section would not be complete in 2025 without recognition of all the primary school 
children who entered the drawing competition for our 2026 Calendar. The winning 
entries are now permanently recorded as the feature pages in this publication. Drawings 
from the runners up get to feature in miniature in the montage that also appears in the 
calendar. We are delighted that many of those children and their families could attend 
our Awards and Prize Giving Ceremony to receive their prize. 

Can I also thank the NHW members who actively promoted the competition; the 
parents and guardians that encouraged their children to enter; and the teachers and 
other community members who ensured the entries made it to the adjudication table.  

And in Conclusion 
None of these activities can happen without the existence and guidance of our Board 
of Management. Like you, they are all volunteers who see value in our object and 
purpose. Individually and collectively, our Board Members bring skills and commitment 
to ensure we are fit for purpose, responsible, accountable and ethical in the decisions 
we make and the methods we employ to go about our business.  

 

Peter Edwards 

President 
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Finance 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania Finance Report 2024/25 – 
Executive Summary 
 
TRADING ACCOUNT 
Opening Balance 1/7/2024 $12,275.46 

Closing Balance 30/6/2025 $18,598.31 

 
Watch Fees 
29 Watches paid the annual fee, plus one paid for 2025/26, a total of $960. 

 

Donations 
Tasmania Police sponsorship totalled $25,000. 

 
Promotional Materials 
The cost of promotional materials and the annual calendar was $12,876,83 This 
includes the purchase of pull-up banners used at Cuppa With A Cop functions, 
800 letterbox labels, and colouring pencils. 

 

Grants and Sponsorship 
Grant applications in 2024/25. 

 

Term Deposit (funds from the Trading Account) 
In 2023/24 funds from the Trading Account were put on Term Deposit for a few 
months to take advantage of the higher interest rates. The Term Deposit 
balance as at 30 June 2025 was $7,000. 

 

See ‘Statements of Receipts & Payments’ for full details.  
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RESERVE ACCOUNT 
When the term deposit matures, the interest is transferred to the Trading 
Account.  
 

 
 

See ‘Statements of Receipts & Payments’ for full details.  

 

Auditor’s Report 
The 2024/25 Finance Reports were audited by Gillian Waldie CPS, FIPA and a 
copy of the report is attached. 

 

Thank you to the NHWT Board and Watch members for their support in the last 
financial year. 

 

Christine Fraser 

Treasurer, NHWT 

 

 

  

Term Deposit
Opening Balance 1/7/2024 50,000.00 
Interest 2,092.80   
Interest transferred to Access a/c 2,092.80-   
Transferred from Access Account -            
Closing Balance 30/6/2025 50,000.00 

-            
Access Account
Opening Balance 1/7/2024 5,101.78   
Interest from Term Deposit 2,092.80   
From Closed Watches -            
Transferred to Bendigo Trading Acc 7,092.80-   
Transferred to Term Deposit -            
Closing Balance 30/6/2025 101.78      

Total Reserve Account Balance 50,101.78 
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Statement of Receipts and Payments 
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Auditors Report 
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2025 Awards 
 

NHWT Awards 
The 2025 awardees are shown next, presented proudly and in accordance with 
our Honours and Awards policy which shows the different awards and 
encourages al Watches to nominate suitable candidates by the end of June 
each year. 

Each year our Life Member awards are published to our website. We 
congratulate the 2025 recipients and thank them for their service.  

Award Nominee Watch 

Life Member Shirley Neville Newnham 

President’s 
Commendation 

Brian Baxter OAM Pipers River 

 Melissa Bell B/W Western District 

 

 
Kym Clayton Pipers River 

 Colin Cunningham Bush Watch Westerway & 
Upper Derwent Valley 

 Patricia Cunningham Bush Watch Westerway & 
Upper Derwent Valley 

 Jeff Fung West Hobart 

Appreciation Bobbi-Jo Bailey Latrobe 

 Jennifer Bauld Latrobe 

 John Creeley Wynyard 

 Stephanie Dean Evandale 

 Olive McDonald Wynyard 

 Lawrence McGuiness Cam/Somerset 

 Anita Smyth Wynyard 

 Lynn Westlake Blackstone Heights 

NHWA Commissioner’s 
Runner Up Award 

First Class Constable 
Anthony Bailey 

Tasmania Police 

https://nhwtas.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Honours-and-Awards-Policy.pdf
https://nhwtas.org.au/awards/
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Drawing Competition Awards 
 

The NHWT Board’s annual primary school drawing competition had great 
response in 2025 with 122 entries! 

The competition provides an opportunity to engage with Tasmanian children 
and young people and spread the principles of Neighbourhood Watch for a 
safer and more neighbourly Tasmania.  

The winning entries are celebrated in our 2025 calendar. Winning entries are 
feature pages for each month, and the runners-up drawings are featured in a 
montage that also appears in it.   

Congratulations to our 2025 winners: 

Name 2026 Calendar Month Years 

Peter Guo  Front Cover 12 

Angelina Mipui January  10 

Anni Chong February 11 

Kiera Butt March 7 

Liam Hoston April 9 

Destarnie Bantick May 11 

Willow Britton June 6 

Ella Maher July 12 

Winona ‘Winnie’ Brown August 6 

Ellie Lee September 8 

Manish Vinoth October 11 

Yihang Lin November  10 

 

We thank all entrants, and we particularly look forward to presenting our 
winners with their awards at our annual awards event.  
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